
D o  n o t  p u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o d u c t s  

d o w n  t h e  d r a i n :  

  A n t i - b a c t e r i a l  s o a p  

  A n t i - f r e e z e  

  B a b y / p e r s o n a l  w e t  w i p e s  

  C a t  b o x  l i t t e r  

  C i g a r e t t e  b u t t s  

  C l e a n i n g  p r o d u c t s  w i t h  b l e a c h  

  C o f f e e  g r i n d s  

  C o n d o m s  

  D e n t a l  f l o s s  

  D i s p o s a b l e  d i a p e r s  

  D r a i n  c l e a n e r  

  E g g  s h e l l s  

  Fac ia l  t i ssue  

  F a t ,  g r e a s e  o r  o i l  

  G a s o l i n e  

  Ki t chen  sc raps  

  N a i l  p o l i s h  r e m o v e r  

  Pa in t  

  P a i n t  t h i n n e r  

  Pa p e r  t o we l s  

 Pest ic ides 

  Ph a r m a c e u t i c a l s  

  T a m p o n s  &  h o l d e r s  

  T o i l e t  b o w l  c l e a n e r  

  Va r n i s h  

Septic systems relay on bacteria to 
break down organic material in the 
septic tank.  So even small 
amounts of common household 
products flushed down the sink or 
toilet can kill bacteria in the tank. 
 
Do not put anything into the septic 
system that doesn’t break down.  
Only use one-ply toilet paper.  
Avoid the use of in-sink garbage 
disposal units (garburators). 
 
Don’t use your toilet  & sink as a 
garbage can. 

 
Don’t drive or park vehicles 
( i n c l u d i n g  A T V s  & 
snowmobiles) over the 
leaching bed or septic tank.  
 
Some cleaning products may 
be harmful to the septic 
system & the environment.  
Only use biodegradable 
cleaning products.  Never use 
drain cleaners as even a 
small amount can kill the 
bacteria in the tank. 
 
Practice water conservation 
by having short showers and 
only run the dishwasher and 
washing machine when full. 

 

 

Please put this notice in your cottage bathroom 

How does the Septic Tank work?  
 
Septic systems take household waste from bathrooms, 
kitchens and laundry rooms and breakdown the waste 
before discharging cleansed water back to the ground 
water. However, neglected systems can have serious     
consequences for the environment and public health. 

What is a Septic System?  
 
A typical septic system consists of two main components that work 
together to breakdown household wastes. The main components of a 
septic system are the septic tank and the leaching bed (also known as 
a drainfield or weeping bed). Wastewater first enters the septic tank 
where partial treatment occurs and then goes to the drain field where 
the final steps  


